POVERTY AND PENSIONS.
The just claim upon the community of the aged and infirm is getting to be more clearly recognised day by day. The public conscience is no longer satisfied that the vast majority of the poor should end their days in a workhouse, and the old dread of making even these too attractive is giving place to some perception of the cruel injustice of embittering the last years of the old folks with conditions only suitable to the penitentiary or the prison.
There is now some danger that small pensions, to be wrung, if possible, eventually out The old people need more than money; they need practical assistance in establishing a comfortable environment; they need protection, pure air, quiet, and freedom from anxiety about the future. But they value independence more than all else, and in seeking their true happiness it is above all things important that they shall be left, in all the minor particulars of individual taste, free to order their lives as they will.
